
September 8, 1900 

...beyond Galveston 



Just about every weather 
enthusiast knows the date 
of September 8, 1900 as 
the day Galveston, Texas, 
was decimated by one of 
the most powerful 
hurricanes ever to strike 
the United States.  The 
storm took thousands of 
lives and was by far the 
deadliest natural 
catastrophe ever to strike 
America. 

Devastation 



Away from Galveston 

Understandably, all eyes were on the 
Texas coast that day.  And while the 
Great Storm was certainly the big 
weather story… 

…there was some other interesting 
weather happening across the country 
as well. 
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Hot and Dry 

During September 1900 the primary 
storm track was across the upper 
Plains and along the Canadian border.  
(The two storms shown coming up 
from the Gulf of Mexico were the 
Galveston Hurricane and a tropical 
storm mid-month.) 

A large dome of high pressure 
anchored itself across the eastern U.S., 
keeping much of the central and 
eastern parts of the nation hot and dry. 
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Hot and Dry 

HOT! 

Had the Galveston storm curved more 
to the right, welcome rains would 
have soaked the eastern United 
States. 
 
Instead, the hurricane’s remnants 
traveled northward through the Plains 
and into the Great Lakes region.  The 
East stayed hot and dry, with severe 
to extreme drought establishing itself 
in the upper Ohio Valley. 



Heat Wave 
Nearly every day from the 1st to the 15th of the month saw afternoon temperatures in the 
90s somewhere in southern Indiana or central Kentucky.  From the 6th to the 11th all 
major reporting stations in the region had daily highs in the 90s, and a few even hit 100°. 

The observer’s daily weather form from 
Maysville, Kentucky. The first column of 
handwriting is each day’s high.  Three 
consecutive days saw temperatures soar to 
at least 100°! 

Here’s the weather observer’s form from 
Salem, Indiana.  The left-most 
handwritten column is each day’s high 
temperature.  102° on the 8th! 

Note on the two forms shown above:  the high temperature actually occurred on the afternoon of the 
day before the day on which the value was recorded on the form 



A Hot Month 
The middle column on this table 
shows temperature departures 
from normal for September 
1900.  Look how hot it was in 
central and eastern sections of 
the country!  The Ohio and 
Tennessee Valleys were the 
hottest of all, at 5.7 degrees 
warmer than normal. 
 
Meanwhile, the West was cool.  
That’s because the western 
United States was under a cool 
upper trough and benefited from 
storms coming in off the Pacific, 
while the eastern U.S. baked 
under a dome of hot high 
pressure aloft. 

Over a century later, September 1900 is still one of the top ten hottest Septembers on 
record in central Kentucky and southern Indiana. 
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Heat and Drought 

Galveston 

The U.S. has some of 
the wildest weather 
on Earth, as was 
shown on September 
8, 1900 when the 
country experienced a 
catastrophic hurricane 
striking during a 
major heat wave and 
drought. 


